AYATEUR ACTING AT ITS BEST

FHE COMEDY CLUB NEW YORK'S
oLDEST ORG ANIZATION.

sany Well Known Names in Its Roster
T and 11s Poerformances Are Uncoms
monly Well Done— 29 Years Old-—
semt ors Whe've Turned Professional.

[ ga of the “smartest® audiences that
gather fn New York in the dramatic sea-
aon 18 o Le found at the several enter-
cunmer ts kiven by the Comedy Club at

{ Arnes
of four buving just been held,

[ very seat s taken, the boxes are sub-
gorbed for weeks in advance, and in
consequence no hlack holes yawn emptily
to the gaze of gpectators and players.
Fyery one knows every one else, and
petween the acts the foyers and corri-
? ‘mble & reception in a private
j s conersation is intimate and there
are o inpiring looks as to the social
gratus of the passerby. A huge punch
Lowl seems to be replenished from some
jdden spring, as no ordinary ways of
p g it are noted, Whatever its secret,
< sxtremely popular, and near it are
erlly flocks of gayly gowned young
their chiffon scarfs of blue, pink,
panve oy and ebony floating about it
the wings of bright plumaged birds,
v festooned in garlands of green
< are placed here and there.
isms heard by an eavesdrop-
are trendly, as would naturally pre-
e actors and  actresses are
f« of the big family, but they are
lsoriminating, Amateur by or-
the Comedy Club is not 80 jn

{ors res

wolnen,

e i
| flower

o Lyceum, the third in a series !

to hear the history of other jewels, had
hot stopped to loclt her own jewels away
but had thrust them under the pillow,
ond feeling under it to fulll her belated
duty she did not find them. There was
ho possibility of a mistake: she had placed

The stateroom was dark. She turned
on the light, threw back both pillows,
and tore the mattress off the bed, think-
ing they might have slipped down be-
neath the clothes, but continued search
did not disclose them. Steward and
rtewardess were called and finally the
news flew about the ship. The little
deck party filled the statercom, offering
tdvice and help, Should or should not
| & senrch of every one on the ship be made?
, The question was asked and a vote taken,
It was finally decided to wait until morn-
ing. Dinner was eaten and the evening
passed with an accompaniment of inter-
rogations. The owner of the necklace
confessed that she heard the term ‘care-
less’ used a hundred times and a hundred
times admitted her culpability, but that
did not bring back the missing jewels,
“Late that night one of the party, a
Young woman who had been most en-
thusiastio in her admiration of the neck-
llace, went to her statercom and com-
|menced to prepare for bed. Tossing
back the pillow to turn down the clothes,
she saw a small piece of muslin, and a
second after opening it a flash of jewels
met her eyes. How did they get there?
She did not know, but there they were.
Throwing on her clothes, she rushed to
the stateroom of the owner, whom she
found sitting on the edge of the berth
weeping bitterly. The explanation of
fone of the party who were immediately
summoned, a member with a math-
ematical mind, was undoubtedly the right

mwie show study and appreciation of
1o iner points of acting,
Ihis  particular play, witnessed by
¢ ®eN, is “Mrs. Gorringe's Neck lace,”
v Hubert Henry Daviea, author of “The
Molise,” *Cousin Kate,” &c.
varly every woman who owns a dia-
| necklace has lost it at some time
ther, and as there are geveral on exhi-

crmng recovery and theft might act
ration to the author for another
v could he have overheard the re-

wmple, one of a box party relates
i canie experiende: “We were
m the deck and somgbody was

out necklaces and jewels and
. ~tories of one kind and another
A Lop

¢ to the feminine mind.

Wl artiste
e luvd i necklacs in her stateroom which
| show us.  ‘There was a history
twhich she related after her re-
I necklace was wrapped in a

“ Wl

her treasure box which was in
her stesmer trunk, carefully

AWaAY N an inner compartment,

oy elen commenced to tell another

vy begging the first named to take

ning might happen to it, The
anxious to hear the sequel of the
pted tale, rushed down stairs and
towed the necklace away returned
onversation went on uutil, the
for dinner sounding, there was

A r of belated voyagers,
*« vwner of the necklace, anxious

GCRANDFATHER'S CLOCK.

This Nane
Yrur

n

Applied Only Within Recent
Righit Name Hall Clock.

o grandfather clocks made

ma at first a question very
wor, but when the man to
vid bween put came to think
auent, why, really he wasn't
o and he put the question to
lockimaker, a man with an
nowledge and of long ac-
with clocks.
vions,” said the clockmaker,
t name  grandfather's elock.
. % time honored, for oen-
been made in this familiar
only within the last thirty-
tit has come to be as it now
ntry at least, very commonly
ndfather clock, a name that
IR
ter "ios there was brought
it came to be immensely
mdlather's
tds and orch
tstled i, 1)
un tha nime
w ko be by many peaple applied
ks, the old familme tall
¢ onn deseribed if the song,
hos nane has t'|l|nl
Hecorret Hitle of cloeks
L it 15 as hall clocka that
e and described by

Hres concerning grand-

tion at the entertainment the stories !

siocs which a third person interrupled |

ace back immediately for 1'0.-51‘5

LEADING LADIES IN A BOX.

Ve s 1 " i
wnbition or scope, and the comparisons | one, The staterooms of the two women |
but |

| corresponded  exactly in position
| were on opposite sides of the ship, Every
|one knows on shipboard how easily the

——

them there just half an hour bororo.;

{ James B. Ludlow, the first stage manager

{ Alexander T. Mason, appointed the same

! prosident ia Langdon Geer, the vice-|
| president and  general

!nra of course absurd, for one cannot

| satisfactorily compare subjects of vary-
| ing elements. Different conditions prevail

e ———

| Metropolitan Conocert Club. Miss Otis
Was seen in “A Little Savage,” “A Husband
 to Order” and *A Sorap of Paper.”

Jaoob Wendell, Jr., who is now taking
the part of the Dog in “The Blue Bird,"
was for fourteen years a member of the

xeoutive committee of the Comedy, and
,he has admitted that his ploasure in his
| present work is rather dimmed at times
by the memories of the good old amateur
days and the fact that his professional
oareer precludes his acting again at any
of the Comedy evenings,

Though the club has moved about from
time to time during ite existence each
change has meant bigger quarters and
greater popularity. Its final move to
the Carnegie Lyceum was made in the
winter of 1806 and already there is talk
of accommodations of more gonerous
proportions, for financially the club has
never been better off than at prosent,
. according to the statement made by one !
of the charter members, Thore are 100
active and 200 assoclate mombers. The!
tax on the active member is $20 a year,
which entitles him to six tickets for one |
, hight of ocach series of plays presented !
| during the season. The associate mom-,
. ber pays $30 for the same privilege. FKach
I play is presented on four consecutive |
| nights, and during the winter there are |
| three peries, cne in December, one in
' February before Lent and one in April as
| soon after Easter as poseible,

There is no trouble in securing an
{ audience, a problem agitating the legiti- !
| mate drama, it would seem, from the
| talk devoted to the subject at present |
{The problem that the Comedy has to|
| moat is to take care of the mpectators
| entitled to admission. To obtain one of
| the covetad Comedy tickets is a matter for
| much social wirepulling and consequent |
! disappointment. I
| The first president of the Comedy Club
was Samuel H. Hoppin, elected in 188¢;
the first secretary and treasurer was |

|

vear. A vice-president was not added
to the roster until 1889, when Henry
Chauncey, Jr., was solacted. The present ‘
Rlage manager
James Barnes, the secretary Henry G, !
! Bartol and the treastrer Willard V. King. i
h‘hnru i* & committee on admissions and
| an executive committes
l Thera are no women members, the
{ rhlow relegatod to them being filled by
| invitation, although it often happons
| that a special woman’s work is so pleasing
| to the club committee that she is asked
again ard again, until it would seem
that her place was firmly fixed as a perma-
nent attraction.

The position of stage manager is go
arduous, gometimes twenty or more re-
hearsals preceding a performance, that
a new one is selected by the executive
committee for each production. He has
| entire control of all rehearsals and per-
| formances and it is conceded by one of
the women who has played several times
by invitation that the more of a martinet
he is the better he is liked.

For the Comedy Club in spite of jts
name is & very serious mginded organiza-
!linn and no fines have to be paid for un-
punctuality or absence All sorta pf
sacrifices are made to attend these and
no expenditure of time or strength is
Iuslm-n into consideration. Compatisons
hetween amateur and professional wotk

entirely and to say that the Comedy
Club’s work outranks many of the Broad-

| way productions while it may be true

would be as unmeaning as to say that it
falls below other presentations. One of
thesa differences is pointed out by a mem-
ber of many years standing, who says:
“The one thing that makes a play really
i= the audience.  The drama that comes to
New York after a long road run has had

wrong turning is made, and the owner

| admitted that coming hastily from the
| deck, using a companionway that she

seldom walked down, she had probably |

| moved to the right instead of the left,
rushed into what she supposed was her
own room, and deposited the necklace
{under a strange pillow. So what might
have ended most disastrously if a search
| had been determined on for the innocent
finder was happily terminated,"
The necklace story is a slight digression
from the description of the Comedy Club's
reason for being, but conversational di-

aloud thisvery play. We gotto gressions of this sort are one of the happy |

interludes at the Comedy evenings.
{  The Comedy Club, besides being the best

which never seems to lose its  known of 2!l amateur organizations in |

New York, is the doyen in point of years,

the group, a woman of wealth having witnessed the rise and fall of hun- |
tastes, got up finally and said | dreds of societies formed for a similar |

| purpese.
. During thcse years many whose youth-
ful efforts were first made under the
Comedy Club's auspices have graduated

« of muslin and she had taken it | (o wider if not more satisfuctory fields |

jof dramatie action., Among these are
| Elsie de Wolfe, who made her initial
appearance; Elita Prootor Otis, Annie

#1 1t hisd passed from hand to hand | Robe, now Mrs. Daniel Payne Griswold: |

Suzafne Sheldon, a popular actress on
the London stage and wife of Harry Ains-
ley, who made his American appearance
here acting as lead with Maude Adams
Miss Sheldon appeared at the Comedy
Club in *Sweet Lavender,” given at the
Berkeley Lyceum in February, 1893, her
sister, now Mrs. Anthony Hope, being
in the audience. Elsie de Wolfe played
in “A Cup of Tea” and “Withered Leaves,*
| both presented at the University Club
{ Theatre, and in “Sunshine,” given at the

father's clocks which never, to my knowl-

edge, before the iniroduction of the song,

were known by that name, but which now

19 many people may be known by no
| other title,

| “England is the country in which in old |

| times hall clocks were made in the greatest
[ numbers. Thare were not so many on the

| Continent, but in England they were

to be found in many old homes; clocks
with works of heavy brass, fine solid
old clocks that kept good time,

|  *From England such eclocks
| brought by some of the earlier settlers
to this country, and here also there were

mude in those eariier days hall clocks |

"with wooden works which were cheaper

than brass, works with plates of oak,.

wheels of apple wood and pinions and
stafll of snake wood, and of these old hell
!rltwkﬁ with wooden works many gave
| fine service,
“Then also they put Black Forest clocks

imported from CGermany. the familiar might be a stately or a quaint or a bean- |
1 [tifully decorative piece of furniture s

wag on the wall' elocks that you fasten

‘I ck.' People| o the wall, while their long pendulum | well
¢ played it swings back and forth in the open below, |
ne was'in | they put wag on the wall clocks into tall |
indfather's | cases that carpenters made, and so made ' it was placed gives us the real reason

And then in due for its

them into hall clocks
| time they came to make here fine hall
clocks with brass works and with fine
cases copled after old English clocks,
or in appropriate Colonial designs.  And
it was in those davs also that the heavy
|l weights were taken from hall clocks

being replaced with cans flled with sand

were |

[
\
\

#

“Nowadays hall clocks are made in

various woods and in a great variety
lof designgs, old and new; reproductions
of quaint old sty les and of various periods,
Engiish and Colonial, and clocks of vari-
ous modern styles. Some of these clocks
are very simple, some are very elaborate,
Some have a simple, old time strike.
some are equipped with musical ehimeoes,

“But why is the hall clock inade all?
| Well, we might be disposed to think that
it was made o to accommodate within
its case its long pendulum and its long
Ldepending weights, but 1 fancy we should
discover the real reason for it height
in considering where in the house the
clock was plac l-*

“Tt stood comMonly, as its name warid
imply, in the hall, though it may have
heen placed on the first landing of the
stairway up from the hall. It was made
Lof fine wood and it was of fine workman-
ship and it was made 1o he in material
and design in keeping with or in har-
lmony with its surroundings. Thus it

as & clock, lhuugh it was as o clock
hat it was primarily designed,  and
though such was its actual use, and jis
use us & clock in the situation i which

eight.

“A shelf clock, to he sure, stands on
| a shell, so raised to be ata height where
it ean'be conyveniently seen,

on the floor, and so. very natarally, bis

cane was made high cnough (o b the yoped gbont this new work In which onyp | the Sth

dial of the clock ap to a lovel
1o the eve, | guess that o th
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" 1 . o . 2 i
s not unusual for | o be cast into ballets, thess weights |y, simple reason for making hall clocks | for fiitle orphians at §70 each

tall,

y the bachelors con help us,

Buat the hall i )
clock is contained 1 a case that stands who imterested himself in the slx little | aheck for $100, with this terse note: 'l be,

THE GLAD HAND IN THE BALCONY.

l

opportunities to find itself which cannot
be afforded to a production put right on
the legitimate stage here; the same ap-
plies to the amateur work, which must
always be without that mode of dis-
ciplining. As in a family criticism in
pechaps more ready end searching than !
it would be if the work of strangers was |
undes consideration. All of the plays
given at the Comedy are well known,
the audience hos sean professionals in
the roles and comparisons must be made
even if they are not voiced

“But.” continues the same member, *the |
Comedy Club is amateur in the best sig- |
nificance of the term; it works for love
of the work and criticism is desired. The
ambition of every individual is to have the
ensemble as fine as possible; no single

‘team’ work that they require rather than |
those written for and to be played by |
‘)tars.” The consequence is a general'!
elevation rather thati one of irregularity.
The club in the beginning was fortunate |
to have as stage manager Fred Williams, |
father of Fritz Williams, who afterward
became a member of Daniel Frohman's

atafl. '
“It fills a desirable place, too, in regard |

a brief season drop out of existénee as |

|far as New York is concerned, although | {T8cts the attention of every one in the |

they may still be in stock on the road. |
Several of these plays have enjoyed a |
later popularity by way of the Comedy
Club's stage, a delight to those who have |
witnessed their withdrawal from the!
regular stage with disappointment.”

The first of these was given Feliruary
17, 1885, at the University Club Theatre,
this being a comedietta in one act hy 8
Theyre Smith, entitled *“Which 1s Whioh*®
In this cast were Evart Wendell, senior
member of the c¢lub in point of election;
Edward F. Coward, Edward P. Sperry,
Miss Marion Sharpless, Miss l-imlwrina‘

AT THE COMEDY CLUB.

TAX ON BACHELORS.

11 'They Would Pay S30 Each There Would
He No Dependent € hildren,

“If every bachelor could give $30 there
would need be no dependent children,”
savs Miss Mary Vida Clark of the Btate
Charities Ald Association.  *Some bache-
lors are now taking care of from one
te six children and some childless couples |
are supporting whole families,

“There is a reason, though, why we
look 1o the bachelors. There i a bachelor
in this city who has interesied himself
in no less than six children, and he speci-
fiecd that they should all be little girls
This s a special work of the State Chari-
ties Aid Society and this bachelor seems
to like his part in it

“Our society, vou understand, is fer
the purpose of placing the thousands
of children sent to Btate institutions in
good homes, And here is exactly how

“In placing a child it costs us on an'
average $H0 tor advertising, visiting and
| inspecting homes, sometimes many miles
drom this city. We never place out a |
child anywhere without knowing that
!ﬂw home is suitable and we keep it
| under observation for some time,

“Hut this is the story of the bachelor
wirks. Something was one day pub-
vollieias guaranteed to find good homes |
The next
wail brought a check for $100 from our

| communication

Montague and Misa Alice Witherspoon.
Later came “Withered Loaves,” in which
Mrs. Wilber Bloodgood played with A. P,
Montant, Robert Sturgis, Charles Boyn-
ton and Henry Blake. Running through
lists vou may read, “A Scrup of Paper,”
A Husband to Order,” *Ours,” “The
Dowager,” “% 20 8" by Augustin Daly,
“The Schoolmistress” by Pinero, who is
& great favorite with the club. which has
followed this with “Dandy Dick” by the |
#ame cuthor and “The Hobby Horse. ™ |

| Brongon Howard has been represented | of shares.

: ]
teveral times, “One of Our Girls” being an |

early success on the comedy stage, es was |
Gilletta's “All the Comforts of Home *

All agree that “Jim the Penman® was |
the greatest favorite of any play pro- '

‘ . {duced. *Old Heidelberg® has proved a ! It 8pite of it, however, she has lost a for-
actor is featured; plays are chosen for lho' prime winner, as well as “The Second in | tune, but she etill keeps at it.

Command,” *Lady Clancarty” and “Sweet |
Lavender.” Many of the plays were |
loaned by Daniel Frohman outright, but

| for several the club has paid as high as [ 41l look curious.|

$250 for the privilege of reproduction.
A striking feature of the club's ]1!‘0-!
ductions to the observer i the perfection
of stage fittings and costuming. Both are
in accord with the personalities depicted. |

| to the presentation of plays which after VFX8£geration is frowned upon. The

heroine does not wear a gown that dis-:
audience from the lines and finds her at
the psychic moment wondering if she is
turned the right way to show a certain
curve. The room is a lived in room,
where books and furniture are real, the
framing so perfect that you do not think !
about it at all except to note its :iu:l.-!
ability. |
The second play of this year, given
February 22, 23, 24 and 25, marks the |
217th, 218th, 219th and 220th performances |
by the Comedy Club.  From 1,200 to 1,400 |
spectators witnessed it eaclsnight of the
RETIOS,

]
}

then unknown bachelor with a note, short

and crisp, saying that the donor would
like two little girls placed in homes, There
was no diticulty in finding the children
good homes,

“When these little girls were placed |
‘wrote the bachelor to what good offect
the money had been used. 1o the Bur-
prise of the officials the return mail
brougnt another check for $100, with a
to the point, reading:
‘Replying to yours of the 28th, would ask
that with the enclosed two more little
girls, sisters preferred, be placed. Kindly
keap e advised of Helen and Marjorie. '

| The latter were the two little girls previ-

ously placed

“We had no small sisters at the time,
bt with the bachelor's money we were
abile to find homes for Janey and Anne
Theresa, two little 1mites who seemed

{or he may hold his

AT THE TICKER.
Women Ditouss Stocks and the Neviee
Jabs a Pin Inte the Tape.

A Broker's office. Door marked *Private.”
Time: 10 A. M. Group of women arownd
ticker; othera remoring Aate and wrape.

One late comer to anofher, sotlo voce,

Of course you might know she has
taken my seat. I belleve ahe aits up
all night in order to grab the bewt plaoe,
[Advancing with a set stalle.] Well,

m.tho tape before you speculate in

[Novioe meekly subsides to the outer
oirole.] i

Optimist—O0h, look! The market fs
strengthening and it's just 11 o'oleok.
‘That's a good sign. Now, if it's up at
12 and 1 we're in for a bull movamnent.
It's Friday, too, and stooks ought to
go up to-morrow and Monday.

Novioe (timidly)--Why?

Optimist—Beosuse in & bear market
stocks usually go down on Tubaday,
Wednesday and Thursday.

Novice- Oh!

Pessimist—Personally I prefer the short
nide, as it always makes more money
for me; and then, too, there im't the
interest to pay.

Late Comer—Long or short, it makes
no difference to me. I really prefer a
trader's market, as I always make it
a rule to take a two point loss or profit.
But of course [consciously] I spemilate
rather heavily--all across the board, in
fact.

Old Timer (msotto vooe)—What airs!
She has about ten shares of some old
stock that moves once a year. [Rings
bell. Enter office boy.| Henry, buy me l
200 Con. (Jas at 140'; and be quick
about it.

Beveral -Better get it at the market;
it's such a quick mover.

Old Timer (sourly)-—I know what I'm
about, 5

Optimist (in an aside to Novice) -
| guess she does. She deals in thousands

Novice -Why is that woman in the
blue tailormade making those queer
markings in that book? .

Optimist«She keeps a chart of the rise
and fall of stocks, She calls it a system.

Novice -1 must be daring and do some-
thing! [Rings bell and goes to back of
room to whisper something to Henry.

Optimist, unable to restrain her curi-
osity -What did you buy?

Novice, shyly—Oh, I just stuck a pin
in the tape with my eyes shut, and when
I opened them it said “Reading,” so 1
took that.

All--Heavens!

It's Reading that is putting this market

down! It's going down like pad now!
Put in a stop order! You huad better
straddle!

Novice— Straddle!

Late C r-Sell as well as buy.

Novice-—- [confused] Oh, dear, what shall
I do? |Ringing the bell and running to
meel Henry.] 1 want to get out of Read-

ing

Henry- At the market?

Novice Yes [ didn't know -anyway.

Old Timer—What a fool! Teach her a
lesson,

Late Comer [agide]- What a fiendish
creature Old Timer is. She actually
seemns glad when any of us loses.

Optimist - There comes Mrs. Dodger.
Now perhaps my luck will change. 1
always make when she drops in. [Greets
Mrs. Dodger effusively .|

One of the others-Please don’t touch
that pencil! That's my mascot. My
luck will be awful if you put it on the
other side of the ticker.

[Enter Henry. Hands paper to Novice.)

Henry—You sold 500 at 100 and covered
at 157,

Novice [faintly]—Covered! 1 don't

understand. How much did T loke.
All LOSE! You made #1,600! What
luck"! S

Tableau. ——
MEN'S HANDS.
Make Trouble In Pesing for Piclures,
says a Phetographer.

“Few men,” said the photographer,
“know what to do with their hands. Look
at the pictures you see anywhere and
you will observe that in modt cases their
hands have troubled them.

“If the man is sitting he may hold a
book or he may rest his hands on the
arms of his chair or he may hook a finger
over his watch chain. His hands bother
him and he wants them in some way
occupied, so that they won't seein to
him, as they otherwise might, alone and
conspict. 18, If he were to try ta dis-
pose of them by themselves without
holding on to something he would have
dificulty in ut-tllnf them naturally,
bacause he'd be thinking of them.

“So of a man and his hands when the
man is sitting; but if he is standing
posing for his picture, how much greater
1% the difficulty that his hands present to
him! This trouble he m-i nOw escape
in a measure by putting his hands be-
hind him or by putting one or both hands
in his mGeu; or he may reat one hand
on a table and put the other in his pockst:
loves in one hand
and his cane in the other.

“Possibly you would think that all this
about men and their hands would apply
only to so-called ordinary ple who
might be expected to be self-conscious
and anxious when they posed; but the
fact is that it applies to all men alike,
to men of importance in the public eye,
the men most likely to be photographed,
and to men of private station but of
mental stature and cultivation, to men
in all the varied walks of life,

“Look at thn‘{)ioturﬂ\ you see anywhere
and you will find the subjects, rich and
poor, the cultivated and the unoultivated,
all have the same trouble with their hands.
How many men do we see, whoever they
may be, who are not in this way more or
less  self-conscious® But among those
who can pose standing with perfect natur-
alness, wholly ‘forgetful of their hands,

1o have no future but that of institutional
children. Janey woes one of a flock do-|
serted by her mother, but in the orphanage

[#chool she bhecame a prize pupil and | for this is sim

weomed o thirst for
learning

“In time came a call from a couple who
wighed a child ‘who would appreciate all |
the educational advaniages that money
could furnish.” Children with a studious
bent are not so easy 1o find, but Juney
appealed 1o and suited Lop pew parents
and she has a tine home

“Again we reported 1o onr hachelor
friend. Immediately there oume another

knowledge and

leave to acknowledge receipt of yours of
Enclosed please find check.
Kindly place two more liitle gils.'

“If I\nv nul_‘; :md a fuw more mu'lllluli‘tihﬂ-
lors the trouliles of many of owr vhildren
would be over,”

,ure

are as likely to be found men without
what is called cultivation as men of culti-
vation and high station, and the reason

e,

“It is only 1‘m man who is in some way
really mmebodi' that can stand yp for
his picture and forget, utterly forget
his hands, The men who can do this

reliance or men of unselfish devotion,
or bold, resolute men, cupable of doing on
vovasion acts of noumfo. All, in one wa
or another, men of real account, who thin|
not of themselves but of their work.
“Such men, real men, are as likely to
be found in one station as another: and
from this it follows that when we do see
a ploture of & man standing whose hands
have not troubled him it is nol néces-
sarily one of a mam high up; it is as likely
to be a picture of a man from the ranks

SPRING'S HERE; LET'S GARDEN

NEW YORK WONFEN RESPOND
TO MR. PARSUNYS. CALL.

St .

| how is the market this morning? In the spring’ the commuter's' fangy
[Everybody too busy clawing the tape | sadly turnstothoughts of riudishes, '
to answer.) young onlons and other things which am
Old Timer (gruffiy)—Opened off; noth- supposed to grow in suburban back yards
ing doin’ these days; time. don't. For this amnnal
Optimist—! and Wa- spring sadness the New York Universtty
bash are up; so are Kitty and Mop. is offering a new kind of treatinent.
Pessimist—Look out when the oats| On March « bogan a sfries of ten
andd::lpm.qnill It's & sure sigh the | talks and demonstrations to he givea
upward movement is over. 4 on successive Baturday afternoons in the
Novice—Cats and dogs! (Looking|university InW-hlnﬁuhnm.
around wildly.] Where? i The official title of the seriea this apring
Old Timer (saroastioally)—You're ‘evi-|garden course, and [t is desoribed ¥
dently in the kindergarten class. “especially adapted for commuters having

by the university to give a aingls sprin
garden lecture furihlbllwﬂolm'
folks with a hoe.

& fee of 60 cents was attachod and Mr.
Parsons awaited dévelopmimts. Egactly
126 men and women, mostly womea,
That first talk was given in* May at the
university's model ‘garden at'180th strovet
mquu-dm_nm. . It was on spading
and planting and ‘was about ome-third
talk and two-thirds action. There are
fifty-six plots in that garden, so each plos
wudlvldodlnlnlflom&omnato
go around. Tho people taking the

came not only from the city iteelf but
from New Jerwsy, Long Island and as far
up tho river as Yonkers,

The oocupalion of each person was
learned and a tabulated statement com-
piled. Apparently public sshool teschers
like to make other things beside the
young idea to shoot, for there were sighiy
of them in the ‘class. Fourteen others
were put, down as: “society women.”
Everybody seemod ao pleassd with the
chance to learn just how Lo spade and to
plant that last year the course was ex-
tanded. The number of talks 'was in-
creassd to four and the price went up o
a dollar a lesson.

This brought out eighty-six
gardeners. “Society women,®

seeme to be the classification adopted
far those who have no paid occupation,
again rallied in force. There were
teachers of course end nuress, clerks,
social workers, hospital workers and
even a lone real estate man. The four
talks weore in May and besides spading
and planting included weeding, thinning
and so on.

This yoar the regular fee for the ten
lessons is $10, .but it s cut.in half for
teachers, . nurses, libraricns, clerks
some othersn. 'The talks at thé anivers!
building will be, from .3:45t0 8:16 o'cl
in the afterncon. Fach will divided
into two' parts, the first hall will be es-
senutially practical, the “P m
scientific. In the first lcctur‘:ﬂr. 'arnons
described the necessary garden tools
and their uses. For the second part of
the lecture he talked of the soil, what. it
is, how formed and how different kinds
of soil are to be treated. "

Then come seven lectures ds follows:

March 18—Preparing the seil. Air and
some of ita activities,

March 25--Garden plans. Fences. Wind-

breaks. Water and what it means to the
gardener.
April 1 -Vegetnables and flowers. Test-

Sunlight and its power.
-Planting and transplanting. Fer-

ing seeds,

April 8
tilizers.

April15-—-What todonext, withsomedont's.
Earthworms,

April 22—Continual harvests.
how to gather them. [nsects.

April 20 - Uses for garden products. Sum-
mary.

The two remajning lessons gre actua)
demonstrations given &t the 180th street
garden. Thé .cne on May 8 vgll bé on

lanting! The class will also shown
ﬁnw to spread fertilizer and how to spade
it in '[lhv last lesson does not come
until June 3, by which date the garden
will be ready for a practical object lesson
in weeding, thinning, transplanting, culti-
vating and, in the case of the radishes
planted at the May lesson, gathering.
The rest of the vegetazbles will go @1
growing for the m‘t‘ion of the studenta
at the regular course which the
university gives later in the season.

Mr. Parsons says that in these outdoor
practical lessons they use just the same
methods that have been worked out for
teaching children_in the school gardens
There is no dawdling, no dropping into
conventional, grownup forms, such as.
“Now, ladies, will you kindly do this?*
or “Please, madam, will you usé your
left hand instead of your right?" Every-
thine goes with a snap and with
precision of machinery. :

At the end of each plot ia stuock a
pointed stake bearing a numberad board.
Every member of tha class as she arrives
receives a numbered envelope which she
ties or pins on in a conspicyous place.
The plot she is'to work corresponds with
her number. Most of the women appea-
in shirt waists and cloth skirts. Some of
them are provided with heavy gloves.
Even, the women classifled under the
“gociety” head dress simply and sehsibly

The firat part of the lesson is a demon-
stration by Mr. Parsons of just what
the class is to do. He saye he has worked
the thing out so that he doesn't need to
make an unnecessary movement. He
spader his plot and draws the seed furrows
with the plot stake, thus making it un-
necesaary to have a lot of implements,
Then he plants the seeds, one Kind in
each furrow, covers them and winds up
the whola performence, telk and all,
in about fifteen minutes. Immediately,
without baing allowed time to forret
what they have seen, the members of the
olass hike to their respective plots and do
just what thev have aeen him do.

He has perhape a dorzen assistants,
aach in charge of saveral plots, These
assistants inspact the furrows tn see
whether thev aro of the right depth.
When a pupil hes made the furrows and
renlacad her nlot stake n!\a stations her-
gelf at the side of her bit’ of ground and
waita like a child for the ‘next stepn.
Along comes an assistant with a bottle
full of weeds .

*Hold out vour left hand!" sha com-
mands, “Made a cup of the palm!”

This injunction oheyed she pours some
seeds into the waiting pslm and goes
on to the next pongm‘ Tha left hand
must be extended to receive the seeds
hacause the right hand is used for dis-
tributing them in the furrow. No one
in allowed to receive the seeds in lie
right hand as that would entkil shifting
them to tha left, with loss of time and
probably also of rome of the seeds. In
just such small details is economy of
labor, time and material taught.

When the seeds have been Pllnhrl
the pupil resumes her stand at the end
of the plot, still holding in her hand any
soeds which may have been left, over,

When and

likely to be men of absolute self-|'The assistant comes along with the bottle

and these superfluous seeds are returned
to it. At |I|£"uamn time the teacher in.
spects Lthe furrow to see tththerhntlnn
in neither too deep nor too whallow, too
thick nor too scant. Then the sepds are
covered and again the pugil stands by
to wait for the next ipstalment of seeds,
Everything goes like clockwork, A
sprinkling pot is stationed hy eve

ploi, aid when tha work is finlshed the
upil pours over her hands the water

t is left, washea them, dries

aa one of the captain commanding.*

and the thing is done.
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